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THE BIGGEST LIE

The lies of this world suck the life out of us by destroying our joy.
Truth breeds joy. The Gospel animates our lives with that same
joy. There is plenty of evidence that the joy we seek can be found
by embracing the teachings of Jesus. So what is it that holds us
back from fully embracing the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

Our fear and brokenness can be an
obstacle. God invites us to a total surrender
and we are afraid to let go. The culture

and all its distractions can prevent us from
seeing the beauty of the life God invites

us to live. Self-loathing, unwillingness to
forgive ourselves and others, biases and

prejudices that have been born from past
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experiences, complacency toward others
in need, selfishness—these are all real
obstacles in our quest to authentically live
the teachings of Jesus.

The myriad of lies that have always swirled around Christianity
have sown doubt in the hearts and minds and eroded the faith
of millions. But one lie is having a diabolical impact on the
lives of modern Christians. It is the biggest lie in the history of
Christianity. And now we have arrived at the heart of the matter. It
is worth noting that this lie is not one that non-Christians tell. It's

a lie we tell ourselves as Christians.
This is the lie: Holiness is not possible.

The great majority of modern Christians don’t actually believe
holiness is possible. Sure, we believe it is possible for our
grandmothers or some medieval saint—just not for us. We don’t
believe holiness is possible for us. This is one of the greatest
tragedies of every Christian era.

Search your heart. Do you believe holiness is possible for you?
. Most Christians don’t believe that it is.

I am not sure when or where this belief captured its stranglehold
on the spiritual life of Christians and the Church. No doubt there
is a complex series of psychological reasons and excuses that
cause us to accept and believe this lie. This lie is diabolical in its
subtlety. There is evil genius in its effectiveness. It is awful and yet
you cannot help but acknowledge its evil genius. To paralyze and
neutralize almost every generation of Christians with a single idea

is a brilliant feat. Diabolical and evil, but brilliant nonetheless.
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It is astounding that just one lie can
neutralize the majority of Christians. That’s
right, neutralize. This lie takes us out of the
game and turns us into mere spectators in
the epic story of Christianity that continues
to unfold in every generation. This one lie
is largely, if not primarily, responsible for
ushering in the post-Christian modern era
throughout Western civilization. It may

be the devil’s greatest triumph in modern
history. This is the holocaust of Christian
spirituality.

In a thousand ways every day we tell ourselves and each other
that holiness is not possible. We don’t use that language, but the
fact that the word holiness has disappeared from our dialogue is
proof that we consider it either irrelevant or unattainable. When is
the last time you heard someone speak about holiness?

Paul was abundantly clear in 1 Thessalonians 4:3 that the very
will of God is our holiness. God wants us to live holy lives, grow in
character and virtue, and become the-best-version-of-ourselves.

But we are too busy with a hundred other things. We don’t have
time to think about holiness. The very idea of it is cast aside by
many as a quest for an impossible perfection. But holiness is not
about being perfect, as we will soon discover.

First, however, we have to get beyond the lie that holiness is not






